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Khanbahadur Ahsanullah ( R )
• Khanbahadur Ahsanullah (1873-1965) was a renowned academician,
educator and social reformer, a reputed philanthropist, a famed literary
figure and Sufi thinker of the sub-continent.
• Was one of the most enlightened personalities of his time, remarkable
pioneers of Muslim renaissance in Bengal, the founder of Ahsania Mission,
his contributions to society were multi-dimensional;
• Ahsanullah was the first and only Indian Muslim to hold the post of
Assistant Director of Education department in Undivided Bengal, the first
Indian IES Muslim officer in the then Bengal and the first Muslim Senate
and Syndicate member from East Bengal in Calcutta University.
• His ideas of education in undivided Bengal were taken very seriously by the
British government.

Thoughts on Education
• Prior to the East India Company captured Bengal in 1757 , the education system
was centered on Persian and Arabic studies . In 1781, Warren Hastings established
a Madrasa in Calcutta to encourage the study of Muslim laws as well as Arabic
and Persian languages. In 1791, a Sanskrit College was established in Banaras by
Jonathan Duncan to promote the study of Hindu laws and philosophy . Then the
East India Company began to adopt a dual policy in the sphere of education. It
discouraged the prevalent system of oriental education and gave importance to
western education and the English language. The Charter Act of 1813 adopted a
provision to spend one lakh rupees per annum for the spread of education in
India. But Muslims were not interested in this education, whereas the Hindus
readily adopted the British system. As a result the entire Muslim community was
detached from this modern education stream.
• Sir Syed Ahmed ( 1817-1898) , Nawab Abdul Latif (1828-1893) and Khanbahdur
Ahsanullah ( 1873-1965) began a movement to elicit interest from the Muslim
community in modern education.

Reforms in Education

• After getting his master's degree in Philosophy , he joined as a supernumerary teacher at the
Rajshahi Collegiate School under the education department of the government of Bengal in 1896.
The entire service life spanning 34 years ( 1896-1929) he spent in the Department of Education. He
was appointed as the first Muslim headmaster of the Rajshahi Collegiate School in 1904. In 1924 he
was promoted to the post of Assistant Director of the Education of undivided Bengal and Assam.
• His unparalleled contribution for the development and reformation of education as well as his
philosophy of education are remarkable milestones in the Indian sub-continent's educational
history.
• By reforming the secondary and higher madrasa curriculum and syllabus, he enabled students who
passed madrasa examinations to go to university. He also contributed to the creation of the New
Scheme Madrasa. The author and educationist, Abul Fazal , Shahidullah Kaiser , Historian Abdul
Karim , the researcher and linguist, Muhammad Abdul Hye , Syed Sajjad Hossain, were students of
this New Scheme Madrasa
• He played an active role in creating the post of Maulvi, (equivalent to the post of Pundit), in
schools and colleges. In schools and colleges, he readjusted the ratio of stipends for the Muslim
students and made provisions so that an increasing number of poor but meritorious students could
study free of cost.
• removed the hurdles faced by the Muslim students in receiving government fellowships to for
higher learning in foreign countries
• the representative and membership of the Muslim community was ensured in the Textbook
Committee. He also made some readjustments in the volume of representation by the Muslim
examiners, in the number of Muslim inspection officials in the Department of Education, in the
volume of Muslim students studying at the training college and also in the number of
representation by Muslims in the managing committees of schools and colleges.

Reforms in Education
• introduced the system of writing the roll numbers of students instead of their names.
• Urdu, during those days was not considered among the "classical languages". This created
problems for the Urdu-speaking students in West Bengal. It was through his initiative that Urdu
occupied the place of Sanskrit.
• Shikkha Khetre Bongio Musolman, Teacher's Manual and his explanations in the Calcutta
University Commission Report 1917–1919, expound on his philosophy of education. Ahsanullah
believed that education's main objective should be creating enlightened human beings. He also
put great emphasis on women's education. Some specialized schools and colleges were
founded for the female Muslim students as a result of his personal initiative. He prepared
congenial atmosphere for them to receive education and become complete human beings
• When a furious debate took hold of the Legislative Assembly regarding the Medium of
Education, the then Chief Secretary brought to the notice of the assembly, an article written in
this regard by Khanbahadur Ahsanullah .
• He also took various steps to introduce a separate syllabus for muslim maktabs , to select
textbooks for Muslim students written by Muslim authors, and to increase the amount of their
scholarships.
• Ahsanullah urged that special privileges be given to Muslim employees in the Department of
Education.

Contribution to built Institutions
• Ahsanullah established many educational institutions during his lifetime in different
areas in British India. Islamia College (Moulana Azad College), the establishment of
Baker Hostel. He played a major role in establishing many other student hostels in and
outside Calcutta including the Taylor Hostel, Carmichael Hostel, Muslim Institute of
Kolkata and the Fuller Hostel in Rajshahi
• He was instrumental in establishing many muktabs or elementary religious schools,
madrasahs, Muslim high schools and it was for him that many Muslim teachers got their
appointments
• He made provisions so that Muslim students could study the books written by Muslim
scholars. This created the opportunity for Muslim scholars to write textbooks and also
improve the lot of the Muslim book-publishers. For the founding and survival of
institutions like Makhdumi Library, Provincial Library and Islamia Library, he had
enormous contributions.
• Ahsanullah was a prominent decision maker in almost every committee related to
education. He was elected member of the senate and the syndicate of Kolkata
University. He was a member of the Hornell Committee and a member of the special
Committee of Nathan Commission to establish the University of Dhaka. He was the
Court Member (senate) of the University of Dhaka as well.

Khanbahadur Ahsullah and the University of Dhaka
• Khanbahadur Ahsanullah had a significant contribution in the establishment of the University
of Dhaka (1921). When the British government showed interest in establishing a separate
university in Dhaka, many Hindu leaders were not happy with the government's intention.
Though, the Nathan committee was formed to establish the university, during the period of
World War I, the committee remained mostly inactive. In 1914, the Hornell Committee
(special committee to study state of Mohamedan Education ) was formed with Khanbahadur
Ahsanullah as a member. As a member of the committee, Ahsanullah was able to convince
the Committee of its importance, eventually leading to the setting up of the University of
Dhaka. On November 1, 1919 a nine-member senate special committee was formed
(Khanbahadur Ahsanullah was a member of the committee) which submitted its report along
with a note of dissent from Khanbahadur Ahsanullah. In the note, Ahsanullah reiterated the
reasons for the establishment of the university. Most of the suggestions from Khanbahadur
Ahsanullah were adopted in the Dhaka University Act-1920.
• The history of Dhaka University means the history of the rise of the Bengali nation. Khan
Bahadur Ahsanullah's contribution to the establishment of Dhaka University as an educator,
as an education administrator, as a confident representative of Bengali Muslims is
undeniable. Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah needs to be included in the main discussion of the
history of Dhaka University. If the full history of the establishment of Dhaka University cannot
be revealed to this generation even after a hundred years, it is really unfortunate. The
establishment of Dhaka University was a concerted effort of political and intellectual struggle.
Dhaka University, as the beacon of the Bengali nation, the light of knowledge will shine in the
centuries after centuries

Khanbahadur Ahsullah and the University of Dhaka
• The scheme for the creation of a University at Dacca was due to the demand of the Muslim community of Eastern Bengal for greater
facilities for higher education, among them. 'It will not be out of place to mention that the Mussalmans of Eastern Bengal agreed to
the proposal of the University Commission for the establishment of a Muhammadan Hall in lieu of a Muhammadan College.
• at Dacca to which the approval of Government had been received, only on the understanding that an important place on all the
administrative bodies of the Dacca University would be assigned to the representatives of the Muslim community. It will give a rude
shock to the feelings of a predominating section of the population if the authorities recede now from the proposals already matured
and perfected,
• The Moslems in Bengal represent 52.2% of the total population, while the Hindus represent 45.2%. The development of the country
is dependent on the uniform educational progress of the two main constituents of the population, and it is in the interests both of
the Government and of the people that special educational facilities should be given to Moslems who still lag behind their Hindu
brethren, to enable them to take their proper share in the various activities which make up the public life of Bengal.
• To advance Muhammadan education and to stimulate its progress and to safeguard the convictions of Muslim students it is essential
that the recommendations of the University Commission should be adopted in toto in respect of the constitution of the Muslim
Advisory Board, the Muslim Hall, the Executive Council, the Court or Senate and the Academic Council.'
• On 20th December 2019, at the concluding Special Session of the Senate, which adopted the recommendation, Khan Bahadur
Ahsanullah made his logic and arguments in profound proposition• Gentlemen, it was the Muslims who urged and repeatedly urged the necessity of a University at Dacca-a University that would help
in the dissemination of knowledge in higher branches of study among the Muslims, a University that would give them an adequate
share in its administration, a University that would give them special facilities for higher education.…Lastly,
• I appeal and most earnestly appeal to the sense of justice and sympathy of my Hindu brethren and ask them to consider whether
Muslims should be thrown overboard or whether those who have stepped forward in the race of educational advancement should
not extend their helping hand to those behind and bring them up to their own level, so that both of them might mutually help each
other in working out the salvation of the country. [Calcutta University, Minutes of the Senate, For the year 1920, No. 20, the 20th
December, 1919, page 562- 564]

Thoughts crowned in his writings
• The entire gamut of Khanbahadur Ahsanullah’s literary thoughts originated from his
deep feelings for his country, his language and his desire to do good for the human
kind.
• He had declared in unequivocal terms: "Social welfare should ideally be the aim of
literature". He also said: "A nation which does not have its own literature does not
have self-esteem. The development of such a nation will always be a forlorn prospect.
If one is to introduce oneself as a true Muslim and an equal to the rest of the world,
then one has to uphold one's mother tongue with a nationalistic fervour. For restoring
the very existence of the nation, the development of the Bengali language is a must."
• Aiming at social welfare, national development and refinement of the individualistic
characteristics of people, Khanbahadur Ahsanullah published a number of
autobiographical books on great men. These include the life of Prophet Mohammed
(SM), life sketches of a number of Sufi leaders, the lives of heads of states and a host of
other historical and religious personalities.
• He took to writing as a means of reviving the Muslim s from the wretched condition
they were in at that crucial point of time. But the very skill of his writing and the
novelty in the presentation of the subject matters which had an unmistakable
individualistic touch, transcended them from the temporal to the eternal, eventually
earning them the honour of creative literature. By involving himself with the activities
of various literary organizations, he also made literary endeavors and practice easy for
others.

Social Thoughts : Service to human and nature
• Selfless service was one of the most distinct features of his life. He wrote
in his autobiography on this: “I have set my life’s goal to serve people
living far away from the cities. The pleasure that offering of service gives,
cannot be found in personal aggrandizement. Boundless love will not
come unless the element of ‘self’ is negated. If there is no love for the
creation, there cannot be any love for the Creator. The only aims of my life
are to extend brotherhood, fraternity and spread the message of peace.
• Khanbahadur Ahsanullah was an extremely pious man and a Sufi. He was
blessed with a long life and sacrificed his total life for the betterment of
mass people and society. Although his life and activities are now a part of
history, this nation and its people will continue to be indebted to him in
many ways.

Spiritual Ethical and Socio Economic Services
• blessed with a long life which he dedicated for the advancement of a largely
backward Muslim population. He played a pioneering role in consolidating the
social status of Muslims of British-governed India by rejuvenating their thoughts
and values and by lifting them from an all-encompassing process of social
degeneration. The goal of bringing a positive change both in the lives and the
psyche of the Muslims that he had set himself to, was fully accomplished
through his works and deeds. He became an institution in himself.
• Khanbahadur Ahsanullah was an extremely pious man. In his spiritual quest, he
received a good measure of attainment. In 1909, he received his spiritual bayat
in the hands of the famous Hazrat Shah Gafur (R) of Patna and became a
member of the Quaderia -Waresia Selsela. Today, he is revered by all as a very
successful peer or saint. However, for the novelty of his perceptions, thoughts
and religious beliefs, he could not be put in the same league with the other
peers of the time. Rather than communication with his followers from the
elevated position of a saint, he always emerged before them as a friend.

Ahsania Mission : Mission and Vision
• After retiring from the government service, Khanbahadur Ahsanullah , on
March 15, 1935, founded a religious and service-oriented organization Ahsania Mission - with the twin objectives of enlighten of the soul and
social service for the masses.
• Ahsania Mission is the outward manifestation of Khanbahadur Ahsanullah
's faith, ideals and mirrors the inherent beauty of his being. It was he who
set the aims and objectives of the Mission: Praying for the grace of the
Creator and serving those created by Him. Selfless service was one of the
most distinct features of his life. He wrote in his autobiography on this: "I
have set my life's goal to serve people living far away from the cities. The
pleasure that offering of service gives, cannot be found in personal
aggrandizement. Boundless love will not come unless the element of 'self'
is negated. If there is no love for the creation, there cannot be any love for
the Creator. The only aims of my life are to extend brotherhood, fraternity
and spread the message of peace".

