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Teachers are the main pillars to create a nation. They are the great people 
whom we come across in our life. They are not only the selfless givers 
but also the mentors to build our life. At every step of our life, we come 
discover teachers who have devoted their entire life for the enlightment of 
students.  There are more than a million of teachers in the country right 
from the non-formal education to higher education.  I have no doubt that 
there are lots of teachers who have great potentials, innovative ideas, and 
effective teaching techniques. There experiences and good practices should 
be disseminated widely for the benefit of teaching learning process of our 
country. But we do not have any forum/media where our teachers can share 
their ideas, good practices, problems, teaching techniques etc.  

BRA journal for Classroom Teaching is one of the initiatives of the 
Bangladesh Reading Association to reflect the teachers/educators 
innovations, practices and problems in the classroom they are facing in their 
daily classroom teaching. This journal will illustrate possible solutions of 
their problems, research results on teaching-learning process, new teaching-
learning techniques, experience, thinking, initiatives etc. The journal will 
suggest modern and applicable teaching techniques, good practices, and 
real teaching situation to classroom teachers of different sub-sectors, 
educational researchers, education planners, education managers and also 
for the trainees of teachers training colleges.  The journal will be available in 
both print and web version.  I hope this journal will be one of the essential 
resources for development of the teachers in future. 

Kazi Rafiqul Alam
Chairman, Bangladesh Reading Association &
President, Dhaka Ahsania Mission

Chief  Editor’s Note



Teaching is directly a national activity and a teacher is a person who provides 
education for students of  different ages and inspires them to develop the habits 
of  diligence, patience and perseverance and a spirit of  research and criticism. 
The role of  teacher is often formal and ongoing, carried out at a school or 
other place of  formal education. In many countries, a person who wishes to 
become a teacher must first obtain specified professional qualifications or 
credentials from a university or college. These professional qualifications may 
include the study of  pedagogy, the science of  teaching. Teachers, like other 
professionals, may have to continue their education after they qualify, a process 
known as continuing professional development. Teachers may use a lesson plan 
to facilitate student learning, providing a course of  study which is called the 
curriculum. A teacher’s role may vary among cultures. Teachers may provide 
instruction in literacy and in numeracy, craftsmanship or vocational training, the 
arts, religion, civics, community roles, or life skills.

A teacher’s professional duties may extend beyond formal teaching. Outside of  
the classroom, teachers may accompany students on field trips, supervise study 
halls, help with the organization of  school functions, and serve as supervisors 
for co-curricular activities. In some education systems, teachers may have 
responsibility for student discipline. There are a variety of  bodies designed to 
instill, preserve and update the knowledge and professional standing of  teachers. 
Around the world many governments operate teacher’s colleges, which are 
generally established to serve and protect the public interest through certifying, 
governing and enforcing the standards of  practice for the teaching profession.

A relevant journal can update and/or explore teachers knowledge or activities 
of  their classroom and can be influenced to improve classroom teaching. The 
BRA journal for Classroom Teaching is being published to improve and explore 
classroom teaching to enhance quality education. Teachers or educators of  
different sub-sectors of  education can read or take part in writing for this 
quarterly journal. 

We express our thanks and gratitude to the contributors of  articles for this 
journal. We welcome all kinds of  write-up relevant to classroom teaching, 
information on modern teaching techniques and many more. We hope the 
journal will be a forum for the teachers/educators in Bangladesh.  

Prof. M Eltasuddin
Former Chairman, National Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB)
Bangladesh

Editorial
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Introduction:
Bangladesh is a small country. Its area is 
about 1,47,570 sq. kilometers, interwoven 
by hundreds of  rivers and their tributaries. 
This small country is very densely 
populated and its populations are estimated 
as 150 million. This large population is 
the great problem for creating facilities 
for quality education in this country. At 
the primary level we have about 50,000 
primary schools with about one core or 10 
million students. At the secondary level the 
member of  schools and students are about 
half  of  those of  primary level.  

For this large number of  students we do 
not have enough classrooms, good teachers 
and other educational facilities like play 
grounds, libraries, laboratories, classrooms, 
equipments, computers etc.  

What is quality education:
Quality education can briefly be stated 
as a education system that can effectively 
implement the educational plan or 
national educational curriculum for the 
nation. We know that the great thinker 
and philosopher Plato first gave us an 
acceptable idea of  curriculum for the Child. 
Briefly this is stated as “Grammatic for the 
mind, gymnastic for the body and music 
for the soul.” In principle, this curriculum 
was accepted by the entire world. By 
grammatic, they understood reading, 

writing and arithmetic by gymnastics, they 
understood various physical activities and 
games and by music, they understood 
singing song and reciting rhymes. Later on 
modern philosophers and thinkers like John 
Dewey and Bertrand Russell suggested 
some changes to make education adaptable 
to social, cultural and technological needs 
of  the society, but the main principle 
remained valid. 

In British India and Bangladesh similar 
curriculum was followed but it was not 
made universal. After independence, we are 
following the path of  democracy and trying 
to achieve universal primary education. 
The more and more we are approaching 
to achieve the target, we are receding 
backwards from the target of  quality 
education as envisaged by our modern 
thinkers like A.N. Whilehead, Bertrand 
Russell and Mohatama Gandhi. To achieve 
quality our education system must satisfy 
at last two criterion, Culture and expert 
knowledge in at least one area of  knowledge.

The Bangladesh Scenario:
After independence the country was 
in the shade of  crisis in every field of  
administration and education. There was 
shortage of  man power and leaders at all 
levels. Slowly the country with a lot of  
sacrifice was able to stand on its own feet, 
but could not fill the gaps of  quality leaders, 
administrators and teachers.

Education of  Bangladesh: 
Some Quality Issues
Prof. Md. Anwar Ali *

* Former Dean, Open School, The Bangladesh Open University
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In the absence of  quality leadership and men 
of  character in the political area, we observe 
the rapid growth of  commercialization 
in all fields including education. With 
independence, the expectation and need 
for better life of  the people raised high and 
so the demand for education increased 
manifold. The government of  Bangladesh 
was unable to meet the demand for 
education of  its people. So a large number 
of  non-government organizations came 
forward to meet the needs of  the people. 
A few of  them are non-profit organizations, 
but most of  them, specially the so called 
English medium schools are all commercial 
schools with a very high tuition fees like 
6 to 8 thousand taka per month coupled 
with large session charges proportionally. 
So, nationally, we are far apart from quality 
education.

Practical observations about 
some of  the schools in the 
city of  Dhaka:
If  we visit some of  the well known schools 
in the Uttara Model town, like Scholastica, 
Milestone,  Mastermind, Poroshmone etc. 

we observe a very crowded curriculum 
is designed for them and the students 
carry a heavy bag on their shoulders with 
textbooks and notebooks and attend 
classes from 8 am to about 2 pm for 5 days 
in a week. Most of  these schools do not 
have playground, gymnasium or swimming 
pool, do not have auditorium for cultural 
activities and do not have library to study 
during school hours, after school hours 
or during holidays and vacations. The 
only criteria by which the qualities of  the 
students are judged are their grade point 
average at the end of  grade X or XII. 

Leadership and Motivation: 
Who will be our leaders in education, who 
will guide us and tell us the purpose and 
aims of  education and who will implement 
these aims and direction? Fortunately, we 
have the reports of  several commissions 
on education and so our political leaders 
can go through these reports and those 
reports can give them purpose and 
direction. Apart from these old reports 
each political rulers can make their own 
permanent commission to oversea the 
implementation of  its aims and objectives. 

The great thinker 
and philosopher 
Plato first gave us 
an acceptable idea 
of curriculum for 
the Child. Briefly 
this is stated 
as “Grammatic 
for the mind, 
gymnastic for the 
body and music for 
the soul.”
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This permanent commission will bring 
about necessary changes and amendments 
according to the needs of  the society and 
time. In this paper we will only address 
these most pressing needs of  this time.

Developing Manpower for 
Education:
The trained manpower is the most 
important resource for education. Right 
from the top ranking leaders, administrators, 
officers, heads of  educational institutions 
and teachers to the clerks, peons and 
guards must be trained. Most of  them need 
short term trainings, but the teachers will 
need both pre-service and in-service short 
term and long term training. Because only 
in the hands of  the teachers a curriculum 
of  a nation will stand or fall. Most of  the 
education commission address the need 
and provide their recommendations. 
Unfortunately, most of  the teachers of  
private schools and English medium schools 
do not have professionally trained teachers 
and Head teachers in their institutions. A 
popular government must address this need. 
Without professional training it is impossible 
for a teacher to cater for the psychological 
and social needs of  the students. 

The need for physical 
education of  the children:
In the earlier section of  this paper I 
mentioned the platonic concept of  
curriculum and its universal validity and 
acceptance. Even in modern time in 
Bloom’s taxonomy, the psychomotor 
domain is given its due importance. In a 
over populated country like Bangladesh, 
we can not provide playground in most 
of  our city schools. These are housed in a 
crowded city center by the side of  public 
road and high ways, some are housed in 
a rented flat of  a multi-storied building, 
where other offices and family members 
reside in other floors of  the same building.

For such schools I recommend some 
activities and devices and invite our learned 
participants to suggest more activities for 
our children.

Suggestion for physical 
activities and games in 
crowded city schools:
1. Each school must maintain a 

gymnasium so that students can 
undertake physical exercises at least 
thrice in a week during school hours. 
School timing may be the extended and 
adjusted for such purpose.

2. Rooftop games like ping pong and 
badminton can be organized with 
protection of  plastic fencing during or 
at school hours or during weekends.

3. As Bangladesh is a country with 
hundreds of  rivers and thousands 
of  ponds, swimming and rowing can 
be organized during weekends and 
vacations.

4. Yoga and other physical activities can 
be organized even in these classrooms.

5. Weekend hours can be organized for 
visiting and participating in various 
games and spots in big playgrounds, 
picnic spots, jungles etc around the city 

centers.

Opening the mental, social 
and spiritual horizon of  the 
students:
A few schools in the cities are endowed 
with good libraries, technological facilities 
or cultural centers. Fortunately, we have 
some international personalities and 
international study centres in the city of  
Dhaka. We have personalities like Fazle 
Hussain Abed, Dr Yunus, Mr. Abu Sayed 
and their organizations. Schools can 
organize monthly or yearly programme to 
visit BRAC centres, Grameen Bank, World 

In a over 
populated 
country like 
Bangladesh, we 
can not provide 
playground in 
most of our city 
schools.
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literature centre of  Abu Sayed, Public 
libraries, Bangladesh Reading Association, 
Ahsania Mission etc. Day by day it is 
becoming clear that mankind is born not 
only to satisfy their or their relations needs 
and interests but also to do something for 
the suffering humanity of  the world. I think 
with this purpose in mind the International 
Reading Association is formed. It is our 
pleasurable duty and task to implement 
this aim and objective for the benefit of  the 
human society of  the world.

Electronic media like internet, television 
and news papers can help us to implement 
the national and international objectives of  
education and human benefit.

At present we have a large number of  
channels in television, but unfortunately 
we do not have any channel earmarked for 
education or social benefit. 

Conclusion:
Bangladesh is a small and beautiful country. 
It is full of  resources like natural beauty in 
our green fields, blue Ocean and hundred 
of  rivers flowing from the northern areas 
to the southern sea. With little effort we 

can be self  sufficient in food and fuel. We 
have a large manpower, who serve not only 
Bangladesh but many other countries in the 
Middle East and Africa. Human beings are 
multidimensional. There are large number 
of  human beings in the world who like to 
see this world a better place free from 
illiteracy, hunger and disease.

Modern technology is helping mankind 
to create world civilization and also to 
raise the conscience and humanity among 
nations of  the world. The Government 
of  Bangladesh is planning to convert the 
animal waste and huge garbs of  the fifteen 
cores of  people of  Bangladesh as a source 
of  energy for the people. We can also use 
internet facilities for distance education for 
secondary and higher education. I hope 
that the organization like International 
Reading Association can break the ice 
of  national barriers and barriers of  race, 
religion, culture and citizenship to create 
a new enlightened world citizenship of  
friendship help and love for all mankind of  
the world.

We start with small steps by helping the 
child and the parents by providing them 
quality education and then our target will 
be the entire human society. 

The Government 
of Bangladesh is 
planning to convert 
the animal waste 
and huge garbs 
of the fifteen 
cores of people 
of Bangladesh as a 
source of energy 
for the people. 
We can also use 
internet facilities 
for distance 
education for 
secondary and 
higher education.



BRA Journal for
Classroom Teaching10

wkïi kvixwiK, gvbwmK, mvgvwRK, ˆbwZK, gvbweK, 
bv›`wbK, Ava¨vwZ¥K, Av‡ewMK weKvk mvab Ges 
Zv‡`i †`kvZ¡‡ev‡a, weÁvb gb¯‹Zvq, m„RbkxjZvq 
Ges DbœZ Rxe‡bi ¯^cœ `k©‡b DØy× KivB nj cÖv_
wgK wkÿvi jÿ¨| G jÿ¨ AR©‡b wkÿY †kLv‡bv 
Kvh©µg‡K MwZgq Ges mej K‡i †Zvjvi Rb¨ 
†h mnvqK Dcv`vb e¨envi Kiv nq Zv‡KB mnR 
K_vq wkÿv DcKiY e‡j| wkÿv DcKiY e¨env‡i 
wkÿY `xN©¯’vqx, `ªæZ I Z¡ivwš^Z nq, wkÿYdj 
AR©b wbwðZ nh, cvV`vb AvKl©Yxq nq Ges mKj 
wkÿv_x©i AskMÖn‡Yi my‡hvM m„wó nq| 

gvwëwgwWhv cÖ‡R±i nj wWwRUvj DcKiY hvi 
e¨env‡i wkÿvq Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³i e¨envi 
wbwðZ nh| wkÿv‡K A‡bK †ewk Avb›`gq, 
mnR‡eva¨ I wkÿv‡Kw›`ªK K‡i Zzjevi j‡ÿ¨ M„nxZ 
wewfbœ ai‡bi c`‡ÿ‡ci g‡a¨ gvbbxq cÖavbgš¿xi 
Kvh©vj‡qi GUzAvB cÖKí KZ…©K D™¢vweZÒgvwëwgwWqv 
K¬vmiægÓ I ÒwkÿK‡`i Øviv wWwRUvj Kb‡U›U 
ˆZwiÓ  Kg©m~wPwU wkÿvi gvb Dbœq‡b GKwU 
D‡jøL‡hvM¨ cÖ‡Póv| GiB avivevwnKZvq eZ©gvb 
miKvi cÖ‡Z¨KwU _vbvi g‡Wj miKvwi cÖv_wgK 
we`¨vj‡q j¨vcUc, g‡Wg, gvwëwgwWqv cÖ‡R±i 
cÖ`vb K‡i‡Q Ges †mBmv‡_ cÖ‡Z¨KwU cÖv_wgK 
we`¨vj‡q  PviRb wkÿK‡K wWwRUvj DcKiY ˆZwi 
Ges gvwëwgwWqv K¬vmiæg cwiPvjbv msµvšÍ 12 
w`‡bi cÖwkÿYI †`qv n‡q‡Q| Avwg G cÖwkÿY 
MÖn‡Yi my‡hvMcÖvß GKRb mnKvix wkÿK| MZ †g 
gv‡mi 14-25 Zvwi‡L MvRxcyi wcwUAvB-‡Z GB 
cÖwkÿY MÖnY Kwi| ¯^í mg‡q my›`ifv‡e cwiPvwjZ 
GB cÖwkÿY Kvh©µ‡gi ci wWwRUvj DcKiY 

e¨envi K‡i wkÿv_x©‡`i gvwëwgwWqv K¬vmiæg 
cwiPvjbv Kivi Rb¨ Avwg I Avgvi we`¨vj‡hi 
Ab¨vb¨ cÖwkÿYcÖvß wkÿKMY LyeB AvMÖnx n‡q 
DwV| miKvwi cÖv_wgK we`¨vjq¸‡jv‡Z eZ©gv‡b 
co‡Z Avmv  †ewkifvM wkÿv_x©B mgv‡Ri AfveMÖ¯Í 
cwievi¸‡jv ‡_‡K Av‡m| Avgv‡`i wkÿKM‡Yi 
me mgqB AZ¨šÍ AvšÍwiK Ges AK…wÎg  †Póv _v‡K 
Zv‡`i‡K h‡_vchy³ Ges gvbm¤§Z wkÿv cÖ`vb 
Kivi gva¨‡g ‡hvM¨ K‡i M‡o †Zvjvi| Avgv‡`i 
†QvU †QvU †KvgjgwZ wkÿv_©x‡`i AwaKvskB 
we`¨vjq n‡Z evmvq wd‡i RxweKvi ZvwM‡` evev 
gv‡K mvnvh¨ Kivi Rb¨ KvR Ki‡Z P‡j hvq| 
d‡j, Zviv evwo‡Z †Zgb †Kvb covïbv Ki‡Z cv‡i 
bv| we`¨vj‡q Ae¯’vbiZ mg‡q hZUzKz Zviv AvqZ¡ 
Ki‡Z cv‡i ZZUzKzB Zv‡`i wkÿY AwR©Z nq| H 
mgqUzKz‡Z wkÿv_©x‡`i wkLb‡K AviI AvKl©Yxq, 
mnR‡eva¨, `xN©¯’vqx, `ªæZ I Z¡ivwš^Z Kivi Rb¨ 
Avg‡`i wkÿKM‡Yi Kiv Aweivg †Póv‡K AviI 
mnR K‡i w`‡q‡Q gvwëwgwWqv cÖ‡R±‡ii e¨envi| 

Avwg cÖ_g †hw`b Avgvi cÖ_g †kÖwYi wkÿv_©x‡`i 
gvwëwgwWqv cÖ‡R±‡ii gva¨‡g ÒKvbv eMxi QvÓ 
QovwUi Dci K¬vm cwiPvjbv Kwi †mw`b AevK 
we¯§‡q jÿ¨ Kwi Avgvi wkÿv_©xiv AZ¨šÍ Avb‡›` 
nvZZvwj, Awfb‡qi gva¨‡g ¯Œx‡b cÖ`wk©Z nIqv 
QovwUi wfwWI K¬x‡ci AbymiY K‡i m¤ú~Y© QovwU 
my›`ifv‡e ï× D”Pvi‡Y Ave„wË K‡i wk‡L †djj| 
Avgvi g‡b nj Avwg †hb †KvbwKQzB Kijvg bv, 
A_P wkÿv_©x‡Kw›`ªK GB  wWwRUvj DcKiYwU 
cy‡iv K¬vmwU‡K cÖvYešÍ K‡i w`j| wkÿv_x©iv AZ¨šÍ 
Avbw›`Z nj Zv‡`i GB bZzb wkÿv DcKiYwU 

cÖv_wgK wkÿv¯Í‡i wWwRUvj DcKiY Ges 
gvwëwgwWqv K¬vmiæg cwiPvjbvi Dc‡hvwMZv: 
Avgvi AwfÁZv
gvngy`v Av³vi *

* mnKvix wkÿK, wRMvZjv g‡Wj miKvwi cÖv_wgK we`¨vjq, XvKv
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†`‡L| AvMÖnx †KD †KD Avevi j¨vcUc, cª‡R±i, 
¯Œxb nvZ w`‡q Qzu‡q †`Lj| Z…Zxq †kÖwY‡Z wkÿv_x©iv 
Mv‡Qi Lv`¨ MÖnY cÖwµqvwU m¤ú‡K© cÖ_g Ávb 
AR©b K‡i| Av‡M GB cÖwµqvwU cov‡bvi †ÿ‡Î 
AZ¨šÍ wPšÍvq c‡o †h‡Z nZ| Kxfv‡e Lye mn‡R 
wkÿv_x©‡`i e¨vcviwU eySv‡bv hvq Zv wb‡q fveZvg| 
AvB.wm.wU cÖwkÿY Avgvi G fvebv‡K mnR K‡i 
w`j| B›Uvi‡bU †_‡K Mv‡Qi Lv`¨ ˆZwi cÖwµqvi 
AmsL¨ Qwe I wfwWI K¬xc †_‡K evQvB K‡i mnR 
A_P AvKl©Yxq Qwe I wfwWI K¬xc e¨envi K‡i 
wWwRUvj Kb‡U›U ˆZwi Kwi Ges cÖwkÿY Kvh©µ‡g 
cÖ`k©bx K¬vm wbB| c‡i we`¨vj‡qI GB Kb‡U›U 
e¨envi K‡i K¬vm cwiPvjbv Kwi| wkÿv_x©iv AZ¨šÍ 
mn‡R Ges `ªæZZi mg‡q Mv‡Qi Lv`¨ ˆZwii 
Dcv`vb¸‡jvi bvg I cÖwµqvwU AvqZ¡ K‡i †d‡j 
Ges K¬vmwU Zviv LyeB Dc‡fvM K‡i| RwUj GKwU 
cvV‡K Lye mn‡RB wkÿv_x©‡`i Kv‡Q †evaMg¨ Kivi 
†ÿ‡Î wWwRUvj GB DcKiYwUi f‚wgKv Abb¨| 
†mŠiRMZ m¤ú‡K© wkÿv_x©‡`i cov‡Z †M‡j Avwg 
Av‡M wKQz‡ZB mš‘ó n‡Z cviZvg bv| nv‡Z AvuKv 
eo Qwe, †mŠiRM‡Zi g‡Wj, †ev‡W© AvuKv BZ¨vw` 
wewfbœ DcKi‡Yi gva¨‡g cwo‡qI wkÿv_x©‡`i 
G m¤ú‡K© ¯^”Q ev cwi®‹vi avibv †`qv m¤¢e nZ 
bv| A_P cÖ‡R±‡i cvV¨eB Gi mv‡_ wgj †i‡L 
†mŠiRM‡Zi cy‡iv wfwWI KøxcwU wkÿv_x©‡`i †`wL‡q 
AZ¨šÍ my›`i, mnR I Dc‡fvM¨ K‡i GB cvVwU 
cov‡bv hvq| GK K_vq, †mŠiRMZ cvV`v‡b Gi 
f‚wgKv AZzjYxq| Avevi, Avgv‡`i †`‡k wewfbœ 
HwZnvwmK ¯’vb i‡q‡Q| mK‡ji me ¯’v‡b hvIqv ev 
ågY Kiv m¤¢e nq bv| wkÿv_x©iv GB HwZnvwmK 
¯’vb ev wb`k©b¸‡jv m¤ú‡K© †Kej eB‡ZB c‡o| 
†m‡ÿ‡Î GB ¯’vb¸‡jv, wb`k©b¸‡jv msMÖn K‡i 
wWwRUvj Kb‡U›U ˆZwi K‡i cvV`vb Ki‡j †mwU 

A‡bK ‡ewk AvKl©Yxq, cÖvYešÍ nq| wkÿv_x©‡`i 
bv›`wbKZv weKv‡k mnvqK nh| my›`ie‡bi †gŠqvj, 
evIqvjx‡`i Rxeb-RxweKv m¤ú‡K© ïay eB‡Z bv 
c‡o Zv‡`i Rxeb-hvÎv cÖ‡R±‡ii gva¨‡g Zz‡j 
ai‡Z cvi‡j wkÿv_x©‡`i †mB AwR©Z ÁvbwU ZLb 
wPi¯’vqx nh| Avwg GKRb wkÿK n‡qI Avgvi D³ 
AvB.wm.wU cÖwkÿ‡Yi mg‡qB cÖ_g Ab¨ GKRb 
wkÿ‡Ki my›`ie‡bi Dci ˆZwi Kiv Kb‡U›U †`‡L 
†gŠqvj, evIqvjx‡`i cÖK…Z Rxeb-hvÎvi, Qwe †`‡L 
gy» nB| Ggwbfv‡e, gyw³hy× msµvšÍ cvV, fMœvs‡ki 
avibv, weÁv‡bi AMwbZ RwUj, `y‡e©va¨ cvV AZ¨šÍ 
mnRfv‡e wkÿv_x©‡`i mvg‡b Dc¯’vcb Kiv hvq| 
Z‡e, †jvW‡kwWs Gi Kvi‡Y mKj kvLvi mKj 
wkÿv_x©‡K B”Qv _vKv m‡Ë¡I cÖ‡R±‡i Dc¯’vcb 
Dc‡hvMx mKj cvV †`Lv‡bv m¤¢e n‡”Q bv| 

hLbB wkÿvi †ÿ‡Î wkÿv cÖ`v‡bi wewfbœ aib 
cÖ‡qvM Kiv nq ZLbB cvV¨mywP wkÿv_x©‡`i Kv‡Q 
m„Rbx nq Ges Zv‡`i gb‡hvM AvKl©Y K‡i| 
gvwëwgwWqv K¬vmiæg cwiPvjbvi †ÿ‡Î Ab¨vb¨ 
wkÿv`vb c×wZ¸‡jv †hgb- RywU wkÿv, `jMVb, 
cÖwZdjb †KŠkj, e¨w³MZ KvR, †eªBb †÷vwg©s, 
†QvU `‡j KvR Kiv BZ¨vw`‡K hLb GKmv‡_ hy³ 
Kiv nq ZLbB Zviv G‡K Ac‡ii cwic~iK nh|

cwi‡k‡l ej‡Z cvwi, BD‡b‡¯‹vi g‡Z AZx‡Zi 
mbvZb Ges cÖ_vMZ Áv‡bi mv‡_ cwiwPwZ, 
eZ©gv‡bi mv‡_ mvgÄm¨c~Y© Ges fwel¨‡Zi Rb¨ 
gvbyl‡K cÖ¯‘Z KivB nj gvbm¤§Z wkÿv, Avi 
ZvB, eZ©gvb Z_¨ I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³i GB 
we‡k¦ wkÿv¯Í‡ii ïiæ †_‡K wkÿv_x©‡`i wkÿv 
cÖ`v‡bi Rb¨ gvwëwgwWqv K¬vmiæg ¯’vc‡bi gva¨‡g 
hy‡Mvc‡hvMx gvbm¤§Z wkÿv`vb wbwðZ n‡e| 

gvwëwgwWqv cÖ‡R±i 
nj wWwRUvj DcKiY 
hvi e¨env‡i wkÿv Z_¨ 
I †hvMv‡hvM cÖhyw³i 
e¨envi wbwðZ nh|
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In Bangladesh English is not official language. 
But students have to read English from 
play group to H.S.C level. English is treated 
as subject not as a skill in mainstream 
education. For this reason students float 
in an unknown sea in the first two years of  
their university education especially those 
who come from village areas. In order to 
find out the reasons of  village students’ 
weaknesses in the English language, I 
conducted a small scale research and 
did a pilot training project to address 
the problems faced by them. From this 
experiment I found that having a planned 
text book does not  ensure the effective 
second or foreign language teaching. The 
objective of  any well formed lesson is for 
learners to comprehend the materials and 
this requires the teachers to be trained in 
handling the materials in the textbooks.

How effectively use textbook is not a new 
idea. Training always involve text book but 
the question is how much they incorporate 
the text book materials in their class. I 
worked with twenty English language teachers 
of  twenty schools in rural Bangladesh 
context. First, I visited their classroom and I 
was shocked to find that there were no text 
books in class neither with the students nor 
with the teachers. I discovered the crucial 
truth ‘using guidebook instead of  text book’. 
Guidebook publishers have a strong influence 
on stakeholders in Bangladesh. Their territory 
is as powerful as the questions are designed 
according to the guidebooks. Teachers do 

not need any training because guidebooks 
include some specific instructions for both 
teachers and students. If  students follow the 
instructions they will pass with good marks. 
The thing they do is memorizing some fixed 
items from the guidebook contents. After 
passing ten to twelve years in schools and 
colleges students are unable to speak English. 
Thus, I decided to train twenty teachers in 
the use of  textbooks in class and did a pilot 
study. In the first day the trainee teachers 
were in a gloomy face. To them training 
means attending the class, taking notes and 
forget everything when training is finished. 
These trainee teachers did not have interest 
in ELT training as they did not have any ELT 
background. They did not know ELT theory, 
material design etc. Thus, I focused only on 
the text book and prepared them for the 
training saying that the use of  textbook helps 
students use of  English language. When 
they agreed, I engaged them in the textbook 
activities during the training. In the first class, 
I selected a passage from the text book of  
grade eight and designed activities on listening 
skill. As there is lack of  logistic supports I 
applied the following steps:

•• I gave them a list of  vocabularies

•• Then I read the passage very slowly

•• After that I asked them to tell me the 
summary  

•• The answer were not satisfactory as 
there were many unknown words in 
the list

Text Based Teachers 
Training
Rokshana Shirin *

* Medical English Language Trainer, Medical ELT Programme, Dhaka
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•• I asked them to read the passage twice

•• I read the passage again when they 
closed the books

•• Now they understand the text and 
wrote the summary and could get the 
meaning of  the words from context

•• They also did fill in the gaps exercise 
satisfactorily

•• At the end of  the class they were in a 
smiling face

•• They never imagined listening could be 
taught without audio materials

In this way I conducted five classes on 
listening skills including different activities 
from the text book. After five classes I asked 
them to make a lesson plan. In the sixth class 
four teachers presented their lesson plan 
successfully. They applied this lesson plan 
in their respective classes and they told me 
that they got very positive response from 
their students. The teachers were motivated 
to continue the training and they were 
progressing slowly. But they were curious 
and determined to become competent 
teachers with this simple procedure. I also 
conducted training on speaking, reading 
and writing in the same way and I used the 
text book materials for this training. After 
the completion of  the training, I visited 
their classrooms. I found that the students 

were very motivated and the teachers were 
enjoying the lessons too. This is the first 
time they saw the coherence between the 
course contents and syllabus. Both teachers 
and students understood that English should 
be learnt as a skill not to pass the exam 
only.  Now the problem is regarding the 
exam questions which were not developed 
by the teachers. To solve this problem these 
teachers may make an association. They can 
arrange a workshop to present their new 
teaching methodology to their stakeholders.  
The workshop will make the stakeholders 
realize that English should be learned the 
way these newly teaching and they will 
hand over the responsibility of  preparing 
questions to the teachers. These teachers 
will visit each others’ class for reflection and 
feedback. They  can arrange meeting every 
month through their association and share 
their experiences. Guidebooks should be 
avoided both by students and teachers. They 
will use only text book which are designed 
by ELT specialists. 

My training class lectures were handwritten 
and they contained the lesson plans from 
the text books. I presented the findings of  
this research in the Nepal English Language 
Teachers’ Association (NELTA) 17th 
International Conference in Nepal and my 
session attracted the participants’ attention 
and I received appreciation from them. 

How effectively 
use textbook is 
not a new idea. 
Training always 
involve text book 
but the question 
is how much they 
incorporate the 
text book materials 
in their class.
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1. Introduction
Educational research is a disciplined 
attempt to address questions or solve 
problems through the collection and 
analyses of  data for the purpose of  
description, explanation, generation and 
prediction (Anderson & Arsenault, 2005). 
Action research is one type of  educational 
research which has begun in the beginning 
of  20th century (Begum, Zinnah & Alam, 

2002). Generally it 
has been conducted 
by teachers, 
administrators or 
other educational 
professionals for 
solving a specific 
problem or providing 
information to 
decision making at all 
levels of  education 
(Wiersma, 2000). 
It has emphasized 
on practical focus, 
the educator- 

researcher’s own practice, collaboration, 
a dynamic process, a plan of  action and 
sharing research (Creswell, 2008). Those 
things known as a characteristics of  action 
research.  

Action research is not a problem solving 
approach only, but also a systemic process 
of  improving the present situation through 
maintaining its philosophy. The purpose 
of  action research is to earn personal and 
professional development by conducting 
an action (Koshy, 2005). It has been 
used in various sectors for improving 
running situations, such as by workers in 
community development, practitioners to 
progress their own practice, teacher to 
improve instruction and motivate learners 
and researchers to solve specific problem 
(IGNOU-MHRD project, New Delhi). In 
this 21st century, action research is done 
by teachers (Dhali, 2006) and this benefit at 
the least three areas: political, professional 
and personal (McNiff, 1999). Also, through 
action research a teacher can improve 
various aspects of  literacy situation as- at-
risk students, becoming a teacher, block 
scheduling, bully prevention, conflict 
management in school, classroom behavior 
management, creating equitable class 
room, development of  basic literacy skills, 
inclusive education, online learning, parental 
involvement, professional development of  
teachers, role of  institutional coordinator, 
science and mathematics teaching, school 
improvement, school’s monitoring 

How School Teachers can 
Benefit from Action Research: 
A case study
Muhammad Salahuddin *
Rabeya Khatun **

** Researcher, University of  Dhaka, EIA-DU-OU(UK) Research Collaboration Programme
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programme, staff collaboration in the 
school restructuring process, social justice, 
special education and teacher’s beliefs 
(Sharon Jeffrey, 1996 cited in Pine, 2009). 

This paper presents a discussion first on 
definitions of  action research, types of  
action research and the difference between 
traditional research and action research. 
Thus the benefits of  action research is 
presented briefly. Finally a case study (The 
case study was conducted in 2010 at the 
Engineering University School. The study 
was stimulated by the need to manage a 
conflict situation prevailing between boys 
and girls in class seven in that school. An 
action research undertake to address such 
specific situation shows how a teachers 
can gain personal and professional 
development through an action research.) 
is provided to illustrate ‘how teacher 
benefit from action research’. 

2. Action Research
Action research is a systematic process 
which is done by a teacher or other 
individuals in educational setting to collect 
information about, and subsequently 
improve, the ways their particular 
educational setting operates, their teaching 
and their students learning (Creswell, 
2008 cited in Mills, 2000). It emphasizes on 
solving a problem in local or natural setting 

immediately (Best & Kahn, 2005). It is a 
special kind of  research which conducts 
to determine effectiveness of  actions 
for improving a situation is called action 
research (Habib, 2006).

The action research movement in 
education began in America in 1940s, 
according to Koshy (2005). In 1946 Kurt 
Lewin, an American social psychologist, 
(the founder of  action research) conducted 
a study following action research model. 
In 1967-72 John Hopkins used action 
research for curriculum development 
process at United Kingdom (UK) and in 
1975 Lawrence Stenhouse opened a new 
path of  action research through his study 
`an introduction to curriculum and research 
and development’. In 1976 Elliot and 
Adelman used action research to examine 
the existing class room practice. These 
authors considered four steps of  an action 
research is planning, acting, observing and 
reflecting. At the consequence of  time, 
Stephen Kemmis and Robin Mc Taggoert 
also worked to progress action research 
models and issues in Australia. They said 
that, the self  reflective spiral of  planning, 
acting, observing, reflecting, and re-planning 
as the basis for problem solving (McNiff, 
1999). In Bangladesh, the action is totally 
absent in educational research procedures. 
Some of  the non government institutions 
follow the action research system in 

Action research 
is not a problem 
solving only, 
but also a 
systemic process 
of improving 
the present 
situation through 
maintaining its 
philosophy.
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their educational working process. Some 
researchers use personally this research 
process as a unit of  education research 
course (Begum, et. al. 2002). 

Only problem solving is not an action 
research but it follows some principles 
such as participatory, sharing, time 
bounding, problem solving, collaborative 
attitude, distributive leadership, openness, 
democratic environment and collaborative 
decision (Nazneen & Hossen, 2006; 
Anam & Rahman, 2006). When a 
researcher conducts his study following 
this philosophy and procedures it will be 
named as action research.  

3. Types of  action research
Action research is not a new concept of  
educational research in developed country; 
but in developing countries it is now at the 
preliminary stage. In developed countries, 
there are different types of  action research 
used for problem solving in class room 
and it is depending upon the participants 
involved (Ferrance, 2000). It has been 
already discussed that many participants 
involved with action research for conducting 
their study. In that case action research can 
involve a single teacher investigation, a group 
of  teachers working on a common problem, 
a team of  teachers working on a school- or 
district-wide issue (IGNOU-MHRD project, 
New Delhi). Now we present a comparative 
study on types of  action research according 
to Ferrance, (2000), 

Individual teacher 
research

Collaborative
Action research

School-wide
Action research

District-wide
Action research

Focus Single classroom issue
Single or several 
classrooms with 
common issue

School issue, problem 
or area of  collective 
interest

District issue 
Organizational
structures

Possible
support
needed

Coach/mentor 
Access to technology
Assistance with data 
organization and 
analysis

Substitute teachers
Release time
Close link with 
administrators

School commitment 
Leadership
Communication External 
partners

District commitment
Facilitator 
Recorder 
Communication 
External partners

Potential
impact

Curriculum
Instruction
Assessment

Curriculum 
Instruction 
Assessment  
Policy

Potential to impact 
school restructuring and 
change
Policy 
Parent involvement
Evaluation of  programs

Allocation of  
resources 
Professional 
development activities
Organizational 
structures
Policy

Side
effects

Practice informed by 
data
Information not 
always shared

Improved 
collegiality
Formation of  
partnerships

Improved collegiality,
collaboration, and 
communication
Team building
Disagreements on 
process

Improved collegiality,
collaboration, and
communication 
Team building 
Disagreements on 
process Shared vision

(Action Research, p.6)

The teachers 
were motivated 
to continue the 
training and they 
were progressing 
slowly.
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4. Difference between 
traditional research and 
action research
Traditional research and action research are 
not similar. Traditional research is a process 
of  logical steps to collect and analyze 
information to increase our understanding 
of  a topic or issue (Creswell, 2008). On 
the other hand, action research is problem 

solving and providing information for 
decision making at all level of  education 
(Wiersma, 2000). Regarding the above 
statements we will give a clear concept 
about the difference between traditional 
research and action research. Now we 
present a narrative description about this 
issue. According to Glickman, Gordon and 
Ross-Gordon (2010), difference between 
traditional research and action research is-

5. Benefits of  action research 
for a teacher
Action research is situational, collaborative, 
participatory and self  evaluative process 
of  conducting a research which is very 
helpful for teachers. According to Dhali 
(2006), action research has been done by 
the teachers, they have encouraged and 
supported to their study and own teaching. 
He claim that, they have benefited some 
special areas such as to notice what their 
students really do, to get feedback about 
what they are doing, to justify their teaching 
learning process, to become less dependent 
on whom are not related to their teaching 
process. The action research also helps 

school teachers to get ideas about others 
teachers teaching learning strategy.

For a number of  reasons, action research 
can be worthwhile pursuit for educators. 
Ferrance (2000) has described some 
benefits of  action research. He mention 
that action research helps to look at one’s 
teaching in a structured manner rather than 
informal manner, to get confidence about 
his work, influence on teachers thinking 
skills and sense of  efficacy, to know about 
students and colleagues, helps to determine 
ways of  improving situation, develop a 
strong relationship among colleagues as 
it requires sharing of  ideas and thoughts, 
brings positive changes in pattern of  
collegiality, communication and networking. 

Traditional Research Action Research

Usually led by Outside expert Practitioners 

Purpose Develop new knowledge Solve practical problem, improve 
practice

Types of data gathered Quantitative or qualitative Quantitative or qualitative

Purpose of gathering and 
analyzing data

Gain better understanding of  
phenomena, develop or test 
hypotheses 

Explore practical problem, guide action 
planning, evaluate result

Standard for quality research  Peer review of  methods and results The research results in desired change 

Primary audience (s) Other researchers, the profession, 
government or private agencies 

Members of  the school community 

(Supervision and Instructional Leadership: A Development Approach, p.305)

The teachers 
were motivated 
to continue the 
training and they 
were progressing 
slowly.
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According to Pine (2009), Practicing the 
strategies and skills of  action research, 
teachers can be benefited by different 
ways. Action research helps in designing 
their own meaningful pedagogy, make a 
new identify of  teacher as expert to one 
of  inquirer and specially data collection 
procedures help in five categories of  
knowledge such as, knowledge of  self, 
knowledge of  students, knowledge of  
curriculum, also instruction and knowledge 
of  theory.  

6. Methods
This Study was conducted following the 
qualitative research approach with an 
action research perspective on secondary 
schools class room teaching learning 
process. Researcher conducts a case study 
following the model of  Stephen Kemmis. 
This case study has illustrated to make 
clear how teacher’s benefits from action 
research. Finally, it is an individual teacher’s 
action research that has conducted in 
Engineering University High School.    

7. A Case study

7.1 Problem Identification & Issues
When I was a trainee teacher in 
Engineering University High School, Dhaka, 
I found that there was no friendship among 
boys and girls students in class seven. 
At the beginning of  classes, when social 
science teacher Mr. Kamruzzan started the 
class, he faced some problems to manage 
the class room. Most of  the students 
gave him objection about one another. At 
that time I was sat on the back bench of  
the class and I was bit anxious to see the 
scenario of  the class. After few days when 
I started my teaching in the class and I 
assigned them group presentation, group 
work, but they were not interested to do 
that. There was no sharing mentality among 
the students. These types of  problem 
hampered the normal activities of  the class. 

I decided to create a new path to solve the 
problem. I discussed the matter with other 
teachers and they said that they also faced 
such kind of  problems in the class.

7.2 Planning
Firstly I planned to motivate the students 
of  the class, as a result they agreed to work 
with one another and promote friendship 
among them. I planed to counseling with 
them on gender equity and importance of  
group work. 

7.3 Acting
I told them about the gender equity, 
importance of  working together, sharing 
and discussion about learning. After that 
I assigned them group works/discussions 
about a particular topic. 

Fig-1: Stephen Kemmis Action Research Model

7.4 Observing
Actually observation started beginning 
of  problem identification. At the time 

The teachers 
were motivated 
to continue the 
training and they 
were progressing 
slowly.
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of  acting, I observed that students were 
gradually working together, objections 
were started to reducing but it was time 
consuming and noisy environment was 
created in the class room. 

7.5 Reflecting
After conducting these works I saw that the 
activity was lively. But Class management 
should more effective and controlled.

7.6 Revised Plan
On that situation I shared my whole 
process to my colleagues (Trainee 
teacher & Class teacher) and supervisors 
(University teachers). They gave me 
some suggestions. With these I revised a 
new plan. I planed to monitor class more 
effectively and make a good time schedule 
for completing my syllabus.   

7.7 Acting
I tried to monitor class room effectively 
and asked questions to those students who 
were making noise in class room. I also 
used the best utilization of  time.

7.8 Observing 
Students were working together and 
sharing their thoughts in class room. Time 
consuming and noisy environment was 
controlled systematically. 

7.9 Reflecting
I reflect that class room management was 
effective and all students were active for 
group work. This environment was helpful 
for me to provide joyful learning in class 
seven students’.

8. Conclusion:
This case study was an individual action 
research. These steps of  action research 
are not fixed, but they are interrelated. 
These steps helped the teacher to know 
about the students, identify their problem 
specifically, solving the problem using 
different techniques, revise the situation 
and finally make the classroom situation 
helpful for joyful teaching learning. Some 
teachers worked as mentor but there was 
no expert. While conducting an action 
research, one can take help on advice of  
expert of  outside if  necessary (Begum et 
al. 2002). Through this case study, it is clear 
that a teacher can solve classroom problem 
using action research. 

Action research is the only research which 
gives priority to the real agent in micro 
level such as teachers and students. If  
teacher can apply this research effectively 
and improve the situation then it will be 
the real improvement in education system 
(Begum et al. 2002). For this point of  
view, we should encourage teachers for 
conducting action research.

The teachers 
were motivated 
to continue the 
training and they 
were progressing 
slowly.
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Introduction:
The use of  technology in the field of  
education is becoming indispensable 
worldwide. ICT provide new opportunities 
for improving teaching and learning. 
The massive development of  ICT has 
changed the method of  education in the 
world. e-Learning provides the necessary 
environment and appropriate tools for 
task oriented, up to date and continuous 
learning. It also makes organizations capable 
to train their geographically scattered 
workforce and make them eligible with 
the dynamic knowledge and skill demands 
with greater efficiency but at less cost. 
e-Learning ensures access to information 
about education, training and lifelong 
learning through the use of  multimedia 
technologies. The recent growing trend 
of  e-Learning is mostly benefiting the 
developed countries due to some 
predominant facilities like infrastructure, 
technology, relevant content and responsive 
learner community. Internet has made the 
process much easier and comfortable. 

e-Learning could have potentially major 
effects on the way higher education is 
designed, implemented and delivered. 

e-Learning can be regarded as a relatively 
new concept in Bangladesh and is still in its 
infancy and most users represent only a 
small segment of  the country’s education 
and business communities. There is a 
slow adoption of  e-Learning mainly due 
to underdeveloped infrastructure, high 
cost and the propensity of  the people 
to maintain the status quo instead of  
implementing changes in training and 
learning system and processes. Due to 
reverse economic and social conditions 
of  developed countries, countries like 
Bangladesh could not yet establish a reliable 
e-Learning system or institution. Initiative 
like Bangladesh Open  (BOU) is trying to 
create this as a widely accepted tool for 
learning for wide varieties of  community. 
Although open and distance learning (ODL) 
has been documented to be introduced in 
Bangladesh back in 1992, the e-Learning 
environment lags far behind more 
industrialized countries due to a relatively 
lack of  infrastructure, investment, and a 
pedagogy applicable to many people.

What is e-Learning?
Ellis, Jarkey and Mahony et al (2007) 
have argued that there is no universal 
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accepted definition of  what e-Learning 
is, as authors and practitioners use the 
term interchangeably to suite their own 
individual needs. This has resulted in 
many contradicting definitions being made 
by a number of  scholars (Garrison and 
Anderson, 2003; Mansvelt, Suddaby and 
O’Hara et al, 2009). This is construed 
in a variety of  contexts, such as distance 
learning, online learning and networked 
learning. ‘e-Learning’ is an umbrella term, 
which means electronic learning that 
encompasses all forms of  technology 
enhanced learning that describes learning 
done at a computer, usually connected 
to a network, giving us the opportunity 
to learn almost anytime, anywhere. It is 
the use of  technology to enable people 
to learn anytime and anywhere, which 
include training, the delivery of  just-in-
time information and guidance from 
experts. E-Learning covers a wide range 
of  instructional material that can be 
delivered on a CD-ROM or DVD, over 
a local area network (LAN), or on the 
Internet. The goal of  introducing e-Learning 
system is to lessen the gap between the 
digital divide and thereby to reach to all 
communities of  the society. For the first 
generation e-Learning, the use of  the 

Internet is made to deliver conventional 
educational products and services in a 
new way. For example: putting manuals, 
text and courses ‘on-line’. Instructors 
and others are in control: the Internet 
is simply used as a delivery mechanism. 
There may be many technical bells and 
whistles in the product features, but the 
educational philosophy basically belongs to 
a pre-digital era. For the second generation 
e-Learning, the use of  the Internet is made 
as a new educational environment where 
products and services have been specifically 
conceived and designed to tap the learner-
driven potential of  the Internet. The 
needs of  the learner are in control. The 
educational system adapts to the learner, 
not the other way around - as in the ‘text 
or courses on-line’ models. 

Second generation systems create a 
capacity to build all learning around the 
needs of  the learner. They also allow 
learning to be directly linked to key 
business issues on a just in time, just 
enough basis. Instead of  being asked 
to ‘study a pre-determined course’ or 
‘follow a pre-determined competence 
development program’ second generation 
e-Learning systems allow these actions 

e-Learning can 
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to be infinitely customized to meet the 
needs of  the learner in a way that creates 
a seamless integration between work and 
learning. The third generation e-Learning 
is basically the Internet based learning 
systems that build on a second generation 
‘learner in control’ philosophy while 
incorporating high band-width learning 
tools and supports such as complex 
simulations, virtual classrooms and other 
forms of  ‘on-line’ collaboration. The 
elements of  third generation technology 
exist today, but without a comprehensive 
second generation platform remain 
as expensive and relatively isolated 
learning tools – wonderful, but only for 
the rich, privileged few. Because most 
providers have not yet understood second 
generation learning principles most current 
applications of  these learning tools build on 
a first generation learning philosophy. 

e-Learning Environment and 
Prospects in Bangladesh:
Bangladesh is one of  the most densely 
populated countries in the world with 
nearly 160 million people (BBS, 2012) 
within an area of  147,570 square 
kilometers. Its vast population would be the 
major resources of  the country. However, 
in transforming the potential people into a 
productive force and ensuring a dynamic 
environment for social, economic and 
political development is still a big challenge 
for its government. Though the literacy 
rate is officially said to be 66 percent, but 
according to private survey the rate is 
only 42 percent. Education, therefore, has 
been recognized as a priority sector by all 
governments since her independence in 
1971. More importantly, the opportunity 
for higher education is extremely limited in 
Bangladesh, and therefore, even students, 
who can afford to finance their studies, 
it is very difficult to get admission into 
the universities due to limited capacity. 
Dropouts in education from primary to the 

university level are very high in the country 
mainly due to economic and other social 
reasons. 

ICT is capable of  capturing a student’s 
attention through visual representation of  
concepts taught, sounds, moving pictures 
as well as interactive activities. A student 
may sleep through a lecture on the human 
digestive system. But if  he can see visually 
how the digestive system works, actually 
see animations of  the food moving 
through the body, listen to the relevant 
sounds and then do an interactive activity 
related to the topic, he will find it worth 
his interest. It is important to effectively 
employ technologies and harness fully the 
new opportunities created to promote 
positive student learning experiences. From 
classroom teaching, assigning homework, 
assessing students and delivering results, 
technology, and more importantly the 
internet, is being embedded into the 
very core of  the educational system. 
The internet basically provides three 
basic types of  tools in the education 
domain tools for research, tools for 
communication and tools for construction. 
It also promotes learning by scaffolding 
varieties of  authentic learning activities for 
students. In Bangladesh, however, the use 
of  internet among students is limited to 
social networking and entertainment. The 
reason being, lack of  appropriate content 
from the field of  education and absence of  
research based activities and assignments 
from schools. 

Challenges for Bangladesh:
There are many challenges, including 
financing, skills, capacity and many 
others. In fact, the challenges of  low 
and uneven education participation, 
poor quality education, low per capita 
incomes, and a rapidly growing population 
have been joined by new and more 
daunting challenges, including corruption, 
globalization, lack of  political commitment, 
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and rapidly advancing technology. There 
are few major issues like national strategy, 
connectivity, accreditation, acceptability, 
quality of  the learning materials, and 
relevant contents that have to be 
considered for any e-Learning program for 
Bangladesh. Learners of  the developing 
countries have financial constraints to 
participate in the program which is costly 
for them and they have limited scopes 
to get the learning facilities as it relates 
with high tech equipment, in many cases. 
Simultaneously, setting priority of  the 
learning systems, developing countries like 
Bangladesh are based on traditional learning 
mechanism and the market for e-Learning 
has not yet become an important agenda 
for the government to address. 

Moving ahead with 
e-Learning:
Bangladesh has a long way to reap the full 
potentials benefits of  e-Learning. As a first 
step, the country should follow the proven 
path already been taken by the high ranked 
e-Learning ready countries. In order to 
bring the e-Learning benefits to the people, 
some important issues to be addressed and 
the key role of  the players are identified as 
follows:

•• National strategy and plan for 
e-Learning where government has to 
play the lead role in partnership with 
academician. Primarily the learning 
environment has to be established; only 
setting the enabling environment will 
ensure proper advancement in the field 
of  this system. Then few issues have to 
address like accreditation, certification, 
content development, awareness 
building, capacity building at 2 levels 
(trainers and institutions), and many 
more;

•• Ensuring access to the local 
communities i.e. development of  ICT 
infrastructure, both government and 

private sector have to contribute in the 
process;

•• Developing expertise on e-Learning 
teaching modalities for professional 
development, require more integrated 
approach and support for different 
stakeholders;

•• Building partnership and cooperation 
among the stakeholders like 
academician, promoters etc. including 
between the regional and international 
networks to share the best practices, 
challenges and explore solutions;

•• Certification of  the programs, 
academicians and government has to set 
the national strategies and criteria;

•• Ensuring quality of  the e-Learning materials, 
government institutions and academicians 
have to play an important role;

•• Developing organizational capacity 
of  the developing countries, all 
stakeholders have to contribute in the 
process;

•• Developing local relevant contents for 
local communities, government and 
development partners have direct role 
to play;

•• Ensuring copyright and intellectual 
property rights (IPR) issues;

•• Promotional campaign to make aware 
of  e-Learning facilities among the 
learners;

•• Mass people and culture is important 
for adoption of  e-Learning. So social 
view for technology and modern 
learning methods should be adaptive;

•• Private sector organizations in 
Bangladesh play a very significant 
role in the economy, which should 
prepare them to introduce and advance 
e-Learning through their organizations;

•• The organizations should be prepared 
with the correct environmental and 
other technological aspects;

•• For any e-Learning course to be 
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successful, a number of  support 
mechanisms need to be developed and 
function properly;

•• In e-Learning it is important that the 
teacher move from a teaching to a 
learning perspective. In this case, the 
teacher prepares and helps create 
learning situations for the students and 
situations in which they can interact; and

•• The initiative can further be enhanced 
by exploring newer technologies like 
m-Learning to be incorporated into the 
program.

Conclusion:
E-Learning has become a feasible tool 
for facilitating education for a wide 
spectrum of  participants using a variety 

of  technologies. Despite technological 
limitations, e-Learning might be successfully 
implemented in developing countries 
like Bangladesh and possesses the 
capabilities for overcoming many problems 
associated with traditional classroom 
based learning framework. Considering 
the rapid expansion of  the usage of  
mobile communication devices in the 
country, development of  technology and 
reduction in cost, well designed e-Learning 
framework is expected to contribute 
significantly in educational development 
and thereby having a long term effect on 
poverty alleviation. Last but not the least, 
e-Learning has a very distinct role to play 
in the context of  scarcity of  resources in 
developing countries. So Bangladesh needs 
to reframe the e-Learning mechanism to 
reach the unreached.
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Introduction:
Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) has become an 
unavoidable reality in human’s life in this 
information age. Global experience is that 
everyday life is mostly dependent on the 
current technological interventions. There 
are remarkable advancement occurred in 
the ICT areas in last few decades. Different 
organizations and disciplines want to 
use this electronic potential for service 
delivery in order to be more beneficial. 
The education system is not apart from this 
dimension.

Potential of  ICT in Education:
Among various technological interventions, 
computers and multimedia have become 
an integral part of  the presentation of  a 
subject in effective way. Yelland (2005, 
p.233) argued that ICT has a vital role in 
the way of  acquiring knowledge about 
content and it also work as a vehicle for 
communicating ideas in effective ways. The 
uses of  computers are rapidly increasing 
because experience shows that computer 
has power to make significant difference 
in the workplace. As a result traditional 
manual work is replacing by modern 
computer application. There are many 
evidence found in various research that 
computer can enhance learning. Children 
feel attraction to work with computer 
because it is visual. As a media, visual 
presentation has its own power to its 
audience. Moreover computer has speed, 
colour which lead children to develop 
their imagination and thinking. Research 
shows in England that ‘ ICTis becoming 
increasingly valuable in supporting learning 
across the curriculum and for developing 
spoken language in particular’ (Brooker 
and Siraj-Blatchford, 2002, cited in Riley, 
J. 2007). The research examines and 
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came to the conclusion that ICT can help 
bilingual children’s speaking and listening 
using a computer with developmentally 
appropriate software in early childhood.

ICT in Bangladesh:
ICT is currently considered as the most 
priority sector for development in 
Bangladesh that ever had. Government 
takes this area for development so 
seriously that it has made significant 
difference in many planning, policies 
and financial allocation. Bangladesh 
government is in line with the World 
Summit on Information Society (WSIS) 
in Geneva in 2003 and in Tunis in 2005 
(Tunis Commitment) (MOICT, n.d.). In line 
with that Government declare its ‘Digital 
Bangladesh by 2021’ vision. The vision plans 
to mainstreams ICT as a tool to eradicate 
poverty, establish good governance, ensure 
social equality through quality education, 
healthcare and law enforcement for all, 
and prepare the country for climate 
change(PMO, 2010). Currently to give 
more thrust for ICT sector the division 
has upgraded as Ministry of  Information & 
Communication Technology in 2011. The 
change is the evidence of  understanding 

of  the importance of  ICT from the highest 
policy level and also an indication that 
the government is keen to keep pace 
with modern changing world. The change 
has brought new life to the activities of  
Ministry of  Information & Communication 
Technology (MOICT, n.d.).

ICT in Primary Education in 
Bangladesh:
Ministry of  Primary and Mass Education 
is committed to ensure quality primary 
education for all children in Bangladesh. 
Doing so it has started to utilize the 
opportunity of  using the contemporary 
technology like computer, multimedia 
to enhance teaching learning process in 
government primary school. Currently it 
has incorporated digital Bangladesh agenda 
in its plans and programme and has been 
taken initiatives to introduce multimedia as 
a learning tool in the classroom context. It 
has already provided one laptop and one 
multimedia in all Model Primary School 
in Bangladesh (DPE, 2011a). Its ongoing 
programme Third Primary Education 
Development Programme (PEDP-III) 
has been more specifically planned to 
implement the programme objectives.
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Third Primary Education 
Development Programme:
Government of  Bangladesh has completed 
Second Primary Education Development 
Programme (2003-2011) and started 
Third Primary Education Development 
Programme (2011-2016). The objective of  
the prgramme three is to provide quality 
education for all children of  primary school 
age population. To achieve this goal it 
has specified different objectives and two 
are more closely related to the ICT in 
education. They are, firstly, to improve the 
quality of  teaching learning environment 
in the primary schools and secondly, to 
impart proper training to teachers and 
staff. These objectives will be addressed 
under the ‘Component One’ called 
‘Learning and Teaching’ among the four 
components of  programme three. ICT in 
Education is incorporated with necessary 
financial allocation as a subcomponent 
(subcomponent 1.5) of  Component 
One (DPE, 2011a). The objective of  the 
subcomponent is to formulate a realistic 
action plan to provide a multimedia based 
classroom in one model school in each 
upazila and to provide every primary 
school with access to new technology for 
learning.

Moreover, Diploma in Education is in 
process of  replacing Cin Ed training for 
primary school teacher by 2013. ICT in 
Education introduced as a separate subject 
of  study in this course for teacher training.

Training on Digital content:
Currently Directorate of  Primary Education 
organized training on preparing digital 
content for the primary school teachers of  
Model Primary School. Both head teachers 
and assistant teachers are participated on 
that workshop. The objective of  the training 
was to prepare teachers to develop power 
point presentation and using internet.

Discussion:
Even though the initiative to use multimedia 
in the government primary school is 
no doubt timely and useful for the 
development of  upgraded overall primary 
education system however there are 
some issues related with using multimedia 
in the classroom context in Bangladesh. 
Government has just started to introduce 
technology and it has provided one laptop 
and one multimedia in one model school in 
each upazila. According to this plan at this 
moment one school has only one laptop 
which is not sufficient for all students in the 
school. Therefore and for other reasons, 
some issues exist which is encountered by 
the school and the teacher.

Firstly, the school condition of  using 
multimedia in the classroom is not well 
arranged. As at this moment the school 
has only one laptop, so there is no specific 
setting arrengement of  that. As the school 
never experiencing the use of  current 
technology so there are not necessary 
logistic arrengement, for instance, electric 
point or multiplug, software instollation, 
antivirus and so on for the laptop and 
multimedia in the classroom as well. 
Teachers often confused in which class 
and who will use the multimedia. Usually 
the laptop and multimedia kept in the 
headteacher’s room. Observation of  the 
writer found that one school decided to 
use nearly Upazila Resource Centre (URC) 
training room as a classroom with the help 
of  URC Instructor. URC Instructor and 
Headteacher organize the training room 
of  URC as a classroom and the particular 
teacher conduct the class going to URC 
with the students. Both teacher and student 
found happy to walk between the school 
and URC for new teaching learning process.

Secondly, high class size is another factor 
to use multimedia in government primary 
school. It is till reality that government 
schools are overloaded with students. 
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Teacher-student ratio is still low in 
government primary school. Government 
published a document named, Bangladesh 
Primary Education, Annual Sector 
Performance Report 2011. According 
to  this report, PSQL (Primary school 
quality level) standard there should be 
46 students per teacher. This report says 
that 44% school met this standard in 2010 
(according to first rule set by the surveyer) 
(DPE, 2011). According to Primary 
School Census 2010 Tangail District’s 
teacher student ratio is 1: 47 (DPE, 2010). 
According to this scenario overcrowded 
classroom is not favorable for creating a 
joyful class utilizing the power of  visual 
media like multimedia.

Thirdly, it is generally known that primary 
school teachers maintain a very busy 
schedule. Teacher’s busy life is deeply 
rooted with lack of  teachers in regards 
with teacher-student ratio and many other 
factors including their living relatively far 
from school and so on. Moreover school 
location is not always make their life easy 
specially in rural areas. School started from 
9 to 4. 30. Usually teachers do not enjoy 
break between classes. Furthermore, 
sometimes they are busy with training, 
meeting, different administrative duties. 
All these issues make complexities to 
play a quality teaching in teacher’s life. 
Although during PEDP-II recruitment 
of  teachers has improved and vacancies 
have been reduced and PEDP-III aims to 
increase teachers number and will work 
in the teacher’s development, in the 
existing system observation shows that 
teachers feel lack of  time and energy to 
take preparation for the next class. There 
are evidence that very few trained teacher 
use teaching aid in the classroom. When 
they asked about the reason, generally 
all teacher mention about their business. 
In line with that it is assumed that they 
perhaps do not manage time to take 
preparation for make digital content and 
other preparation involved.

Finally, pedagogical issue is one important 
issue involved with ICT application in the 
education system. Yelland (2005, p.239) 
argued that ICT has potential to create 
oppertunities for exploration but this 
could be possible ‘with a clear articulation 
about the goals of  the educative process’ 
with ICT. Huge pedagogical integration 
and careful judgement is involved with the 
computer application in the classroom. 
Computer can contribute in educational 
context in many aspects so the proper 
utilization depends on how efficiently 
teacher can transform their daily class 
into digital content without hampering the 
recommended teaching learning activities 
by the Cin Ed training. Shelly et al. (2004) 
suggested two ways of  efficient integration 
of  curriculum with ICT that teacher neet 
to determind the learning outcome and 
identify the appropriate technology tool 
and find out the pedagogy for innovative 
teaching. 

Recommendation and 
conclusion:
It is very appreciable and good sign for 
the nation that it has started ICT possibly 
at all sphares of  the areas dealt with the 
development in Bangladesh. Although many 
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background difficulties exists at this moment 
in the system however it is very common 
to encounter such trouble in a technical 
area like ICT. Therefore education system 
should embrace very positively to utilize 
the potential in the classroom. Children of  
Bangladesh should have the right to develop 
themselves as the children of  twenty first 
century in this information age. 

In conclusion, more specifically in brief, 
firstly the relevant authority should 
emphasis on teacher training on ICT, 
Secondly, PTI and URC should lead the 
academic aspect of  the teaching learning 

process in the model primary school. 
Research on teaching-learning, ICT 
integration with curriculum,  education 
software, related problem areas should be 
more encouraged.

Methodology:
Literature review and personal experience 
gained from school visit, observation during 
ICT training for model primary school 
teachers conducted by Primary Teachers 
Training Institute(PTI), Tangail during April-
June 2012.
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Diagnostic Teaching 
Techniques
Diagnostic teaching techniques enable 
teachers to identify individuals’ strengths 
and weaknesses. Teachers use the 
information they get from diagnostic 
teaching to:

•• monitor student learning;

•• provide feedback to students on their          
progress;

•• receive feedback on their teaching 
effectiveness; and

•• adapt instruction to help students stay 

on track.

Diagnostic teaching techniques are useful 
ways to evaluate students’ knowledge 
about literacy or numeracy. The important 
thing about diagnostic teaching techniques 
is that they are part of  the instructional 
lesson plan. Teachers will be assessing 
students’ learning while instruction is taking 
place. 

It would be ideal to assess students 
individually. In fact, some skillful teachers 
with class-sizes as large as 40 students are 
able to organize a classroom management 
plan that allows them to assess students 
in small groups and individually. In some 
cases, this may not be realistic, particularly 
in the context of  very large classrooms. 

However, even in very large classes, a 
diagnostic teaching approach can still be 
used effectively. One diagnostic teaching 
technique termed “Every Pupil Response” 
is especially effective for monitoring large 
groups of  students. 

There are different kinds of  diagnostic 
teaching techniques to use.  A very 
effective diagnostic teaching teachnioque is 
given below: 

Every Pupil Response
Every Pupil Response is one of  the 
diagnostic teaching techniques to engage 
all students of  a clasroom in a particular 
lesson. It is an assessment tool to learn 
students strengths, weakness and prior 
knowledge on reading, speaking and critical 
thinking.  Teacher use `Yes’ and `No’ cards 
and distribute among the students to 
apply this technique. Teacher write some 
statements relevant to his/her lessons and 
show the cards to the students to read. 
Students read the statements and response 
by showing Yes or No cards. Then the 
teacher ask students to explain why they 
show Yes or No cards. In this way teacher 
can identify strong or weak students. After 
that teacher will demonstarte the lesson 
and engage students to read. After redaing 
practice the teacher will evaluate the 
students using Yes or No cards.

Quick Teaching Tips!
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Bangladesh Reading Association (BRA) was 
established by Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM) 
in 2005 as a National Affiliate of  the IRA. The 
BRA was approved by the International Reading 
Association (IRA) officially in July 2008 and 
has been working for the students, teachers/
educators, educational researchers, publishers 
etc. to develop quality of  education. IRA is 
providing technical support to BRA to act as an 
institution in Bangladesh to achieve following 
major objectives: 

Professional Development- to enhance and 
improve professional development of  teachers 
and educators on improved teaching techniques; 

Advocacy- to provide leadership support to 
conduct  research, policy review and highlight 
best practices of   teaching and reading ;

Partnerships- to establish and strengthen 
national and international alliances; 

Research- to encourage and support to initiate 
research to improve teaching and learning process;

Emerging Global Issues- to identify, focus, and 
provide leadership on emerging and potential 
issues.

BRA’s Intervention in Bangladesh  
Teachers’ Development: Capacity 
development of  teachers’ in Bangladesh is one 
of  the major activities of  BRA. Main purpose 
of  the activity is to enhance teachers’ skills on 
teaching methodology through effective use of  
reading books to promote reading habits in the 
classroom situation and organize reading-learning 
activities at the school level including preparing 
lesson plan etc. 

Conference/Workshop/Seminar: BRA 
has been organizing National Conference of  

Teachers,  workshop/seminar on current 
situation of  English teaching/reading in 
Bangladesh, reading promotion, learning 
problems in schools, problems & practices of  
teachers’ in the country, advocacy on teachers’ 
development for capacity development of  
teachers and educators , etc. 

Resource Development/Sharing: BRA 
collects books/resources from IRA & different 
organizations/agencies and share with its 
members. BRA collects and share recent articles, 
research reports, teachers’ development news 
and disseminate through its e-bulletin.  BRA is 
publishing a journal for development of  teachers’ 
and for reading promotion in Bangladesh.

Reading Promotion: Reading promotion is one 
of  the core activities of  BRA to create literate 
environment in the country and to improve 
quality of  education. 

Global Literacy Professional Development 
Network (GLPDN) project: Currently BRA 
is implementing GLPDN project of  IRA to 
develop skills of  primary school teachers for 
effective teaching of  language and create network 
for professional development. The project 
is supported by Pearson Foundation, Nokia 
Corporation, CTL and Directorate of  Primary 
Education. The project is being implemented in 
10 Upazilas of  Mymenshing and Jamalpur districts 
to impart training to 30 Master Trainers and 
600 primary school teachers in three years from 
2011 to 2014.  The project is using Diagnostic 
Teaching Model of  IRA for capacity building of  
teachers. This is a three phase training model for 
continuous professional development of  teachers 
on reading instruction. With support from Nokia, 
an innovative model of  virtual monitoring is being 
practiced using Nokia mobile phone. 

Bangladesh Reading Association

Actively Engaged in Improving 
Quality Education
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Teachers in Bangladesh generally utilize the 
textbooks in the classroom and they have 
little knowledge and skills on instruction 
for phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, comprehension etc. These 
are also not emphasized in the teachers 
training curriculum in the country. As 
a result teachers are usually teaching 
English and Bengali as per their own 
knowledge and initiative.  Due to passive 
and traditional teaching-learning system in 
the primary schools and lack of  attraction 
in the classroom, most of  the students 
drop-out before completion of  the five 
year primary school cycle. Considering 
the above situation, Bangladesh Reading 
Association initiate to implement a project 
based on the Diagnostic Teaching Model 
(DTM) of  the International Reading 
Association (IRA) for professional 
development of  teachers through 
on-site training and virtual mentoring 
using Nokia Smart Mobile phone. The 
professional development is on teaching-
learning language emphasizing the major 
components of  language. The initiative is 
also influencing to improve the teachers 
training system in Bangladesh. The project 
started in July 2011 and trained 30 Master 
Trainers and 200 primary school teachers 
(in 3 phases) as per DTM Modules-1, 2 & 
3. The first year of  the project completed 
successfully and the teachers are now 
applying the DTM techniques in the 
classroom and mentoring by Literacy 
Leadership Team (LLT) of  the project 

through trained Master Trainers. The 
project is implementing by the Bangladesh 
Reading Association in association with 
International Reading Association, Nokia 
Corporation, Pearson Foundation, CTL 
and supported by the Directorate of  
Primary Education.

Objectives of  the project:
•• To identify major problems of  teaching 

& learning process of  language in 100 
primary schools in Bangladesh

•• To organize training of  trainers to 
develop 30 Master Trainers of  the 
project using IRA modules

•• To organize training of  600 teachers 
for professional development of  
language following IRA modules

•• To adapt DTM training manuals for 
Bangladesh

•• To develop effective mechanism for 
solving problems of  the teachers 
through mobile solutions/technology

Project Area
The project is implementing in 3 Upazillas 
of  Mymenshing district and 7 Upazillas 
of  Jamalpur district. 600 teachers from 
100 Govt. Primary Schools will be trained 
during the project.

BRA Project

Global Literacy Professional 
Development Network 
For active learning in the classroom
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Recent Activities

Project site visit of IRA President
At the end of  first year of  the project, 
IRA President, Prof. Carrice C Cummins 
visited some schools in October 2012 to 
observe application of  DTM techniques. 
Mr. Sakil Malik, Director of  Global 
Operations, IRA and Ms. Sally Hewlett, 
Programme Coordinator, Child Fund 
Newzealand were also with her. They 
visited schools at Mmymenshing and 
Jamalpur sadar Upazilla and met with the 
PTI Super of  Mymenshing. During their 
visit they observed application of  Every 
Pupil Response, Anticipation Guide, Word 
ladder in the classroom. 

Refreshers Training of the Master 
Trainers
A refresher training of  the Master Trainers 
of  the project was held at Mymenshing 
from 13 to 15 January 2013 before 
start the cohort-2 teachers training. 10 
Master trainers  of  the Upazilla Resource 
Centres (URC) and 10 Master Trainers 
from Upazilla Education Offices were 

participated in the training. DPEO and 
ADPEO, Mymenshing, ADPEO, Jamalpur, 
PTI Super of  Mymenshing and Jamalpur 
were present in some sessions of  the 
training. During the Master Trainers were 
refresh DTM techniques and plan for the 
next one year training of  teachers. Mr. nafiz 
Uddin Khan, Project Manager, facilitated 
the training.

Cohort-2 Teachers Training
BRA project successfully completed the 
first year and selected 200 new Govt. 
Primary School Teacher to train. The 
second teachers training were started 
on 10 March and end on 22 March 2013 
at 10 Upazillas of  Mymenshing and 
Jamalpur districts. Trained Master Trainers 
were conducted the 5 days training on 
DTM-1. After the central LLT team 
started to mentor the teachers through 
Nokia Mobile. The trained teachers are 
now applying DTM techniques in their 
classroom.
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Classroom Teaching is a quarterly journal 
for the teachers/educators in Bangladesh. It 
publishes classroom practice based highest 
quality write-up/papers. As such, its primary 
objective is to foster connections among 
teachers/educators to build a coherent 
knowledge base in classroom teaching. 

Classroom Teaching welcomes submission of  
classroom practiced based write-up/papers 
that make significant contribution to improve 
classroom teaching, quality of  education, 
curriculum, learning materials, innovative 
teaching techniques etc. Submissions are 
invited from education scholars, teachers, 
researchers and all short of  education 
practitioners. Write-up/papers of  interest 
include any subject of  teaching-learning.

Instruction for Authors

Style and format: All submissions must be 
prepared as electronic files. Manuscript should 
be double spaced throughout in a 12-point font, 
including quotations and references. Manuscript 
should be submitted with a short abstract, 
limited to 250 words. The abstract should 
written as clearly as possible, avoiding long, 
complicated sentences. 

Graphics: Any kind of  graphical material should 
submitted in jpg format.

Submitting manuscript: Manuscript should 
be sent to the following address with your 
professional identity. After careful examination 
of  the manuscript by the editorial board, 
a confirmation e-mail will be sent to you 
acknowledging your manuscript. 

Call for Papers and 
Instructions for Authors

Executive Editor
Classroom Teaching
House No. 11/A, Road No. 12
Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Tel: 8802-8119521
Fax: 8802-8113010
E-mail: readingbangladesh@gmail.com 
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classroom
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we’re determined to help with 
the BRA journal of Classroom 
Teaching.
Quality teaching is a challenge for the teachers. 
That’s why so many teachers/educators looking 
for a dependable resource support. BRA journal for 
Classroom Teaching is a professional, peer-reviewed, 
practice based journal that focuses exclusively on 
Classroom Teaching to improve teaching quality. 

Through lively, engaging, concurrent articles by 
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