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Introduction

Â Safe water is essential for the  development of 
public health

Â Sufficient clean water is essential to 
everyoneôs wellbeing. Yet nearly 20% of the 
worldôs population does not have ready 
access to drinking water facilities.

Â At the beginning of the 21st century many 
people face formidable challenges to meet 
increasing demand for water.



The global water crisis

Â One billion people do not have an access to safe and 
affordable drinking water

Â Each year about 4 million people die of waterborne 
diseases, including 2 million children who die of diarrhoea. 

Â More than 800 million people, 15% of the world population 
is malnourished, due in part to insufficient water for crops.

Â Stockholm Environment Institute has estimated that the 
proportion of

Â the worldôs population living in countries with significant 
water stress will increase fromapproximately 34% in 1994 
to 63% in 2025, including large areas of Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America. This will impact their lives and livelihood.



Â Global Context

Åwater has been declared as rights

ÅSurface water and alternative water 
options and technological development 
emphasized

ÅCommunity participation encouraged



Â Regional Context

Å Bangladesh has river sharing with neighboring 
country

ÅWithdrawal of freshwater from river at the 
upstream creating crises in Down streams

ÅIndia Bangladesh trans boundary water 
shearing becoming a serious concern for 
Bangladesh

ÅSACOSAN recommended water rights, 
Governess and peoples participation but not 
commented on trans boundary water sharing



Drinking water situation in 

Bangladesh 
Â Before prediction of arsenic contamination Govt 

claimed 97% coverage which declined down to 
45% in 2004

Â The gradual success made by Bangladesh in the 
provision of basic water supply servicesto its 
rural population has earned plaudits. In terms of 
a service level defined as percentage of 
population living within 150 meters of a tube -
well, the present rural water supply coverage is 
16%(1) though it increases 42% when òhome-
made(2)ò latrines are considered. The urban 
water supply (3) and sanitation coverages are 
both around 50%



Challenges in Bangladesh for safe 

drinking water

Â Geographical diversity: Coastal, Hill, 
Haor, Barind 

Â Water quality : Saline, Arsenic, 
surface water pollution, Iron

Â Water management : 

ÅConflict with irrigation

ÅPoor management of scams

ÅPoor governess


