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DAM for Street and Working Children

Definition of Street Children

 Street Children are: homeless, orphan or abandoned. They live on the
streets of a city, town, or village. According to UNICEF “boys and girls,
aged under 18 years, for whom "the street" (including unoccupied

dwellings and wasteland) has become home and/or their source of
livelihood, and who are inadequately protected or supervised”.

 Some street children, are part of a subcategory called thrown-away

children, consisting of children who have been forced to leave home.
Thrown-away children are more likely to come from single-parent homes.
Street children are often subject to abuse, neglect, exploitation.
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Definition of Working Children, Child labour, HCL and WFCL

 Working children: Children engaged in economic activity, include those 
who are 12 to 17 years old, carrying out nonhazardous/'light work' up to 42 
hours each week. Above work is termed as 'permissible. 

 Child labour: A child who is 5 to 11 years and working for any period of 
time in non-hazardous job is considered as child labour. 

 Hazardous child labour (HCL): Hazardous child labours are those, 
irrespective of 5 to 17 years, working for more than 42 hours each week in 
non-hazardous job or engaged in a job listed in the gazette notification for 

any period of time.
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 Worst forms of child labour (WFCL) are: 

 all forms of slavery or practices similar to slavery, such as the sale of a 
child; trafficking of children, debt bondage or bonded labour or serfdom;

 forced or compulsory labour, including forced or compulsory recruitment 

of children for use in armed conflict; 

 Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC), including the use, 
procuring or offering of a child for: prostitution, pornography

 procuring or offering of a child by others for illegal activities, including the 
trafficking or production/sale of drugs. 
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Child Labour: Global estimates 2020

 The latest global estimates indicate that 160 million children –were in child 

labour globally at the beginning of 2020, accounting for almost 1 in 10 of 
all children worldwide. 

 79 million children – nearly half of all those in child labour – were in 
hazardous work that directly endangers their health, safety and moral 

development. 

 New analysis suggests a further 8.9 million children will be in child labour by 
the end of 2022 as a result of rising poverty driven by the pandemic. 

Child Labour: Bangladesh estimates 2013

 The national Child Labour Survey in 2013 estimated that there are 3.45 
million working children in Bangladesh, including 1.28 million children 
engaged in hazardous child labour, or the worst forms of child labour
(WFCL). 
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Street Children : Global and Bangladesh estimate

 A commonly quoted figure is 100 million street children worldwide, 

however given that this estimate is from 1989, it is considerably outdated. 
The true numbers are unknown. 

 It's estimated that more than 600,000 children live on the streets in 
Bangladesh, of whom 75% are in the capital of Dhaka. (Wikipedia)

 Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS) projects the number 
of street children are 1.5 million in 2015. 
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Problems Faced by Street and Working children in Bangladesh 

 In general, street and working children in Bangladesh have less opportunities to have a 
proper education. This often leads them to lives of hardship. 

 Street children have to work to survive. Most of the street and street connected children 
are engaged in hazardous and worst forms of child labour because they are not 
equipped. 

 Street children do not have definite living or sleeping places, food and drinking water, 
and toilet facilities. Moreover, they are extremely vulnerable to physical and sexual 
abuse and exploitations. 

 Whereas, working children might have family but family is reluctant to take the 
responsibility of them. Most of them have long working hours with no workplace safety 
and security. 

 Both street and working children are vulnerable to drug addiction and probability of 
being in contact with laws. 

 Discrimination, lack of access to justice, a lack of legal status (due to having no birth 
registration) all contribute to a situation where a child is living or working on the street. 
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DAM’s Approach for Supporting SWC:

1. Specialized Institution and center 
Based Support 

Shelter, food, healthcare, education, 
counselling and reintegration

- AMCC is providing shelter, food, primary 
health, education ( and  support to 235
street, abandoned and marginalized 
children upto age 18. 

- KACACDW based on Dhaka is giving 
shelter, food, medical care and other 
support to children upto age 5years  old. 
Currently there are 15 children as such. 
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DAM’s Approach for Supporting SWC:

(Cont,d)

- DiC’s integrated support based on 
Dhaka (Mohammadpur and Jatrabari) 
providing nutritive food, toilet facilities, 
Personal hygiene, sleeping place is 
day time, recreational facilities and 
mental health/ counselling support to 
400 children.

- Seasonal and occasional support 
such as Eid dress , Winter program, 
Food and Hygiene packs, Ramadan 
distribution program for 400 children 
and their family

- Night Shelter in Dhaka is providing 24 
hours shelter and other support to 10 
girls on a pilot basis. 
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DAM’s Approach for Supporting SWC:

2. Outreach Support 

- Odhikar (outreach) Project based
on Kamlapur Railway Station, is
providing a healthy meal to 80

children daily. This project intends
to have a clear path to non-
hazardous, sustainable livelihoods,
with recorded improvements to
their lives and living conditions.
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DAM’s Approach for Supporting SWC:

3. Advocacy for Policy Change

- Words to Reality project is working for
developing a platform for advocating the
rights of street children in Bangladesh. This
project is working for creating a cross-sector
body with GO-NGO personnel for that
purpose.

- Within the CLARISSA programme, DAM aims to
amplify the voices of children in WFCL through
creating a advocacy group and utilize the
evidence generated and interventions piloted
through the programme to promote change at
the legislative / policy level at local, national,
regional and international levels.
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Connecting Service and Advocacy 

Ensuring the right 
to survival and 
development for 
the SWC

Capacity building 
for safe and 
secure livelihood

Job placement, 
reintegration and 
referral to different 
service providers 

Research data, 
Documentation and 
Recommendation  

Advocacy 
Towards policy 
change for the 
betterment of 
SWC

AMCC, CACACDW, DiC, 

Night Shelter and Odhikar

AMCC, DiC, Night 

Shelter and Odhikar

AMCC, CACACDW

Words to Reality 
and CLARISSA
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Opportunities and Challenges

 Internal Opportunities:

- Permanent Infrastructure 

- Multi-grade education system

- Member in different government committee regarding child rights and child labour

- Member in different non-gov committee/forum/coalition/network  

- Membership and linkages with different international networks/ organizations  

- Automated database of 235 children in AMCC

External opportunities:

- Bangladesh is a signatory to the UNCRC and is committed to ensuring child rights

- Bangladesh has a separate law and number of policies that ensure the child rights
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Internal Challenges

- Projects are donor dependent and lack of own funding 

- Reintegration of Children specially girl children 

- Birth Registration of street and abandoned children

- There is no advocacy and communication unit within DAM

- Less emphasis on research and documentation of learning

External Challenges: 

- Lack of accurate data to better design the programmes ensuring SWC’s health, 
education and justice. 

- No separate Ministry for Children in Bangladesh. 

- Globally, funding for SWC has reduced / shift of funding focus to covid-19 support

- Lack of coordination among the CSOs and with government. 
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Way Forward:

 Fostering advocacy with appropriate Ministries jointly with CSOs based on proper 

evidence for the betterment of street and working children. 

 Listening from street and working children for their needs, desire and wish for a 

solution which is participatory.

 Capacity building of street and working children for meaningful participation in 

advocacy.

 Strengthening documentation for learning and best practices. Sharing of learning and 

dialogue is also necessary.

 Preparing service Map and Collaboration with other organizations for referral services 

is important. 

 Long-term planning for specialized institutions is needed.  
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